
WORD ON THE 
STREETER

W H A T ' S  O N
T H E
C A L E N D A R ?

"Journey into Christmas" Exhibit
Now through Dec. 23.  Last Sunday,
my family and I were able to see this
amazing exhibit at night!  The lights
and music throughout the house
were just breathtaking.  The “carol”
theme had us all humming each
room’s tune, and when it got a little
off key, the QR codes to each song
allowed me to bring back the
harmony.  This interactive exhibit is
going to get you wholeheartedly into
the Christmas spirit.  With only a
month to take the tour during
regular hours, or schedule a private
tour, don’t wait to plan your visit! !

January:  The Aldrich House will be
closed for regular visits, but you can
still schedule a tour.  The house is an
exciting, and warm, place to take the
family during the holidays.  When
you need to get out of the house,
contact us and we will help plan a
fun afternoon for whomever you
would like to share it with!

“Poetry in Motion” Exhibit,
February 15th -May 19th:  I have
already started bragging on what I
expect to be an amazing exhibit.  
However, as the planning has taken
shape, and almost all of the
decorators are lined up, I cannot
contain my excitement.  With the
Elmwood-Murdock elementary and
high School students getting
involved, this will be an exhibit you
will have to see!
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OF  THE  YEAR ! ”OF  THE  YEAR ! ”

C r a n k  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  m u s i c  a n d  l e t
t h e  f a k e  s n o w  f l y ! ! !  M y  h u s b a n d  h a s
a  s t r i c t  r u l e  t o  o b s e r v e  T h a n k s g i v i n g
a n d  b a n s  C h r i s t m a s  m u s i c  u n t i l  i t s
o v e r .   B u t  b r i g h t  a n d  e a r l y  F r i d a y
m o r n i n g ,  y o u  c a n  b e t  t h e  g i r l s  h a v e
t h e  m u s i c  b l a r i n g ,  t h e  f a l l
d e c o r a t i o n s  p a c k e d  u p  a n d  i t s  f u l l
o n  C h r i s t m a s  t i m e .   T h e  m o o d  i s
j u s t  l i g h t e r ,  s m i l e s  a r e  b r i g h t e r  a n d
n o  m a t t e r  t h e  a g e ,  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t
f o r  t h a t  s p e c i a l  m o r n i n g  h a n g s  t h i k
i n  t h e  a i r .   I  l o v e  i t !  B u t  e v e n  w i t h
a l l  m y  e n t h u s i a s m ,  n o o n e  q u i t e
p a i n t s  a  C h r i s t m a s  p i c t u r e  q u i t e  l i k e
M r s . A l d r i c h .
     B u t ,  w h y ? !  A l t h o u g h  o v e r  1 0 0
y e a r s  o l d ,  h e r  C h r i s t m a s  s t o r i e s  s t i l l
r i n g  t r u e  f o r  t h e  m o d e r n  r e a d e r .    
H a v i n g  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  “ J o u r n e y  i n t o
C h r i s t m a s , ”  a n d  r e a d y  t o  f o r e g o
p r e s e n t s  a l l  t o g e t h e r  a n d  j u s t  g e t
t h e  k i d s  a n d  m a k e  c o o k i e s ,  s t r i n g
p o p c o r n ,  a n d  s i n g  c a r o l s ,  t h e
“ m a g i c ”  o f  M r s .  A l d r i c h ’ s  w r i t i n g s
h a s  t a k e n  c o n t r o l  o f  m y  e n t i r e
o u t l o o k  o n  t h i s  b l e s s e d  h o l i d a y .



      H e r  t a k e  o n  C h r i s t m a s ,  t o l d
t h r o u g h  h e r  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  a n d
n o v e l s ,  p a i n t s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e
“ w a y  i t ’ s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e ”  t h a t  m y
p l e b i a n  w o r d s  c a n n o t  d o  j u s t i c e .   
T h e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n  a s
c e l e b r a t e d  t h r o u g h  h e r  c h a r a c t e r s ,
a n d  t h e  t r u e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  g i v i n g
t h a t  i s  l o s t  i n  m o d e r n  g i f t i n g ,
s p a r k s  a  d e e p  d e s i r e  t o  f i n d  a  w a y
t o  g i v e  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  m y
c h i l d r e n .   S u r e  t h e y  c a n  r e a d  t h e
b o o k s  e v e n t u a l l y ,  b u t  I  d o n ’ t  w a n t
t h a t  t r u e  j o y  o f  t h e  h o l i d a y  t o
w a i t  a n d  b e  t a r n i s h e d  b y  a l l  t h e
m o d e r n - d a y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f
p r e s e n t s ,  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e
m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  h o l i d a y  a s  a
w h o l e .   
     M r s .  A l d r i c h ’ s  t a l e s  o f
C h r i s t m a s  j u s t  o o z e  o f  c h a r i t y ,
u n i t y ,  a n d  l o v e ;  e m o t i o n s  t h a t  a r e
i n c r e a s i n g l y  e a s y  t o  f o r g e t  a s  w e
b e c o m e  o v e r c o m e  w i t h  a l l  t h e
o t h e r  “ s t u f f ”  o f  t h e  h o l i d a y .  Y e t ,
p a r e n t s  a n d  g r a n d p a r e n t s  s t i l l
y e a r n  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  e x h i b i t
t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  t h e y
p r e p a r e  t o  g e t  A N D  G I V E
C h r i s t m a s  c h e e r  t h i s  y e a r .  H o w
s a d  i s  t h e  i m a g e  o f  c h i l d r e n
t h i n k i n g  o n l y  o f  t h e  s t o r e  b o u g h t ,
s i l l y  t h i n g s  t o  b e  s o o n  f o r g o t t e n ,
o r  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  l e a v i n g  A L L   t h e
g i f t i n g  t o  m o m ?  W e  w a n t  t h e m  t o
t h i n k  a n d  f e e l  a b o u t  C h r i s t m a s
t h e  w a y  M r s .  A l d r i c h  w r o t e  a b o u t
i t :  i n n o c e n t ,  s o u l f u l ,  a n d  t r u l y
m a g i c a l !  
 I  k n o w  I  a m  p r e a c h i n g  t o  t h e
c h o i r  w h e n  I  t a l k  a b o u t
s i m p l i f y i n g  C h r i s t m a s ,  a n d  d o i n g
t h i n g s  t h e  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  w a y .
     

    T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  y e a r  m a y b e  w e
t r y  a  d i f f e r e n t  t a c t i c :  d o  i t  t h e
A l d r i c h  w a y !   L e t ’ s  m a k e  a  f e w
m o r e  g i f t s ,  c u t  b a c k  o n  t h e  t r i p s
t o  t h e  m a l l  ( o r   A m a z o n  o r d e r s ) ,
b a k e  m o r e  c o o k i e s ,  s i n g  m o r e
c a r o l s ,  a n d  ( i f  y o u  a r e  r e a l l y
c o m m i t t e d )  r e a d  a  f e w  A l d r i c h
s h o r t  s t o r i e s  t o  a l l  t h o s e  s p e c i a l
c h i l d r e n  i n  y o u r  l i f e  a n d  s h a r e
t h e  d r e a m  o f  t h e  m o s t  s i m p l e ,
a n d  m e m o r a b l e  C h r i s t m a s  e v e r !

Thank you fo r f o l lowing
me th i s yea r and

welcom ing al l o f  us into
the Aldr i ch f am i ly .  

S a y l e e  ( 1 0 ) ,  A d a l i e  ( 4 ) ,  M a n x  ( 1 )  

F r o m  m y  f a m i l y  t o  y o u r s ,
 M E R R Y

C H R I S T M A S !



C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N

JUST IN TIME FOR

CHRISTMAS!

JUST IN TIME FOR

CHRISTMAS!
VINYL STICKERS YOUR KIDS WILL

LOVE!! SHARE YOUR INTERESTS

IN A WHOLE NEW WAY!

P i c t u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  A l d r i c h
H o u s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o n l i n e ,  s o  M r s .  A l d r i c h
c a n  a l w a y s  b e  a t  y o u r  f i n g e r t i p s .   S n a p  a
p i c  o f  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  k i d s  w i t h  M r s .  A l d r i c h
o n  a n  a d v e n t u r e ,  s e n d  i t  t o  u s ,  a n d  w e  w i l l
s h a r e  o n  F B  a n d  e n t e r  t h e m  i n t o  a  c o n t e s t
t o  w i n  a  f r e e  b o o k ! !  O u r  l a s t  w i n n e r ,
H u d s o n  V o g t ,  r e c e i v e d  a  c o p y  o f  o u r  4 t h
G r a d e  r e n d i t i o n  o f  J u n o ' s  S w a n s !

S e e  o u r  l i n k :
h t t p s : / / w w w . b e s s s t r e e t e r a l d r i c h . o r g / f i e l d - t r i p s

T H I S
C O U L D  B E

Y O U ! !
( W E L L  Y O U R  K I D S
O R  G R A N D K I D S ) .

T R A V E L I N G  T R U N K
C O M I N G  T O  A  

L I V I N G  R O O M  N E A R  Y O U

Y e p ,  y o u  c a n  b r i n g  

a  r e a l  t r e a s u r e

 t r u n k  h o m e !  O u r

 t r a v e l i n g  t r u n k s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h

h o u r s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  "o l d

s c h o o l "  f u n .  B e  t h e  c o o l

g r a n d p a r e n t/p a r e n t

 a n d  b r i n g  t h i s  h o m e  f o r  t h e

w e e k e n d !  C h e c k  i t  o u t .

h t t p s : / / www . b e s s s t r e e t e r a l d r i c h . o r g / t r a v e l i n g -
t r u n k s

D i r e c t o r  
K u r k  S h r a d e r

a l d r i c h f o u n d a t i o n @ g m a i l . c o m

D i r e c t o r ' s  A s s i s t a n t  
E d i t o r

S t e p h a n i e  M a u c k
a l d r i c h f o u n d a t i o n . s t e p h @ g m a i l . c o m

$ 2

With a year full of new people
and fabulous events coming to

a close, The Aldrich Foundation
Board would like to wish you a 

Merry Christmas, and
 Happy New Year! 

 We can’t wait for you to see
what we have planned in 2024!

Pictured Board Members:  Cyndi

Dwyer ,  Jolene McLaughlin ,  Mary

Johnson ,  Rob Clements ,  Brenda

Vogt ,  Barb Oehlerking ,  Kurk Shrader ,

Nina Landwehr ,   Steph Mauck


